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Board of Governors extends president’s contract 
 
The Marshall University Board of Governors July 19 
unanimously approved an extension of President Jerome A. 
Gilbert’s contract. 
 
Gilbert became Marshall University’s 37th president in January 
2016. His original contract was slated to expire on Jan. 15, 2018. 
His new contract ends on July 15, 2022. 
 
Board Chairman Wyatt Scaggs said the board has been very pleased with Gilbert’s performance. 
 
“President Gilbert has brought tremendous leadership to our university and the entire region,” 
said Scaggs. “The board is extraordinarily pleased with his vision for Marshall University and 
the direction in which he is leading us.” 
 
The financial terms of the president’s contract have not changed. Gilbert, who served as provost 
and executive vice president of Mississippi State University for nearly six years before joining 
Marshall, earns an annual salary of $430,000. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall Artists Series announces upcoming season, its 81st 
 
The 81st season of the Marshall Artists Series will include Stephen Stills and Judy Collins; Lyle 
Lovett and John Hiatt; the Yonder Mountain String Band; Broadway’s smash hits “Kinky 
Boots,” “Chicago” and “A Night With Janis Joplin”; and more. The deadline to purchase or 
renew season ticket packages is Friday, Aug. 4. 
 
“Thanks to our strategic partnerships with businesses like Cabell Huntington Hospital and St. 
Mary’s Medical Center, we are able to propel arts and education for generations to come,” said 
Penny Watkins, executive director of the Marshall Artists Series. “We are thankful for the vision, 
commitment and investment our partners make to help our young people and community at large 
continue to grow as global thinkers.” 
 
Created in 1936 by Marshall University to educate, enrich, expose and entertain, the Marshall 
Artists Series has always been at the forefront in presenting arts and entertainment, said Angela 
Jones, director of external affairs and marketing of the series. “In fact, we are the second oldest 
organization of its kind in the United States,” she said. “At 81 years old, the Marshall Artists 
Series is resilient and continually operates with an entrepreneurial mindset. This has allowed us 
to create jobs, drive tourism and bring educational opportunities to over 6,000 school children 
and over 7500 university students – free of charge – to our performances each year. We are still 
innovating and there is no end in sight.” 
 
“Our 2017 – 2018 lineup is a music lover’s dream,” Watkins said.  “We have rock, folk, jazz, 
swing, country, bluegrass and more, rolled into one incredible musical journey, from folk 
legends Stephen Stills and Judy Collins, to singer-songwriters Lyle Lovett and John Hiatt in an 
acoustic evening, to pop hitmaker Five For Fighting performing along with a string quartet. Hip 
bluegrass innovators Yonder Mountain String Band will break the boundaries of what the word 
‘bluegrass’ means.  We have the best of Broadway musicals, including ‘Kinky Boots,’, 
‘Chicago,’ ‘A Night with Janis Joplin’ and the new Broadway hit based on the history of the 
beloved hymn, ‘Amazing Grace.’ The State Ballet Theater of Russia makes a much-anticipated 
return visit with the beloved ballet, ‘Sleeping Beauty.’ Additionally, ‘A Charlie Brown 
Christmas Live On Stage’ will bring the Peanuts gang to life just in time for the holidays. Plus, 
country music’s Maren Morris brings her HERO Tour to Huntington.” 
 
The 2017 -2018 Baxter Series will feature: 
 
Singer-songwriters Stephen Stills and Judy Collins, will bring their classic 
songs to Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 
2. Fifty years ago, the two began a turbulent relationship that inspired Stills to 
write “Suite: Judy Blue Eyes,” which was recorded for the debut album of 
Crosby, Stills, and Nash. In taking the stage together for the first time on this 
tour, Stills and Collins will play songs from their celebrated catalogs, debut 
songs from their upcoming album and share stories of their lives in music. In 
addition to his success in Crosby, Stills, and Nash, Stills is known for his tenure in Buffalo Springfield, 
writing songs like “For What’s It’s Worth” as well as his solo career, which has yielded hits like “Love 
The One You’re With.” Collins, known for fusing folk, rock, classical music and jazz, received a 
Grammy nomination in 2017 for her album “Silver Skies Blue.” She won a Grammy for Best Folk 
Performance in 1969. 
 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” will be live on stage, at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 5, at 
the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. The classic animated television special 
comes to life in this faithful adaptation featuring all of your favorite characters 
including Charlie Brown, Snoopy, and the entire Peanuts gang.  The Emmy and 
Peabody award-winning story by Charles M. Schultz has warmed the hearts of 
millions since it first aired on television over fifty years ago.  Discover the real meaning of 
Christmas in the musical edition of the classic animated television special that is fun for the 
whole body. 
 
One of the world’s most beloved stories, “Sleeping Beauty,” is told 
through ballet at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 23. The State Ballet Theater of Russia’s full-scale 
production will feature 55 dancers, and is choreographed by Vladimir 
Vasiliev, former principal dancer with the Bolshoi Theater Ballet and 
“The Best Male Dancer of the 20th Century.” The State Ballet Theater 
of Russia was founded by legendary dancer and former prima ballerina of The Bolshoi Theater 
Ballet, Maya Plisetskaya, and is now under the direction of award-winning dancer and Moiseyev 
Dance Company soloist, Nikolay Anokhin.  The State Ballet Theatre of Russia has established 
itself as one of Russia’s leading ballet companies by building an international reputation for 
delivering performances of outstanding quality and depth. 
 
The #1 longest-running American 
musical in Broadway history, “Chicago,” 
comes to the Keith-Albee Performing 
Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
12.  This triumphant hit musical is the 
recipient of six Tony Awards®, two 
Olivier Awards, a Grammy® and thousands of standing ovations. “Chicago” has everything that 
makes Broadway great: a universal tale of fame, fortune and all that jazz; one show-stopping 
song after another; and the most astonishing dancing you’ve ever seen. Whether you’re looking 
for your first Broadway musical, whether you’ve seen the Academy Award®-winning film and 
want to experience the show live on stage, or whether you’ve seen it before and want to 
recapture the magic, “Chicago” always delivers! 
 
Direct from the Great White Way, the new hit “Amazing Grace: The 
Broadway Musical” comes to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20. A tale of romance, rebellion and redemption, 
the show follows one man whose incredible journey ignited a historic wave 
of change that gave birth to the abolitionist movement. John Newton, a 
willful and musically talented young Englishman, faces a future as 
uncertain as the turning tide. “Amazing Grace: The Broadway Musical” is an unforgettable 
musical saga that captures the spirit of history’s sweetest and most powerful sound: freedom This 
story of redemption featuring “Amazing Grace,“ the most celebrated hymn of all time, will 
inspire and uplift your spirit. 
 
The 2017 – 2018 Mount Series Will Feature: 
 
The spectacular Broadway musical “Kinky Boots” sashays its way to the Keith-
Albee Performing Arts Center  at7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 26.  “Kinky Boots” is 
Broadway’s huge-hearted, high-heeled hit! With songs by Grammy® and Tony® 
winning pop icon Cyndi Lauper, this joyous musical celebration is about the 
friendships we discover and the belief that you can change the world when you 
change your mind. Inspired by true events, “Kinky Boots” takes you from a 
gentlemen’s shoe factory in Northampton to the glamorous catwalks of Milan. 
 
The hilarious comedian John Mulaney brings his new tour – “Kid Gorgeous” – 
to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
1.  An Emmy Award®-winning writer and comedian, Mulaney began writing 
for “Saturday Night Live” in 2008 where he appeared as a “Weekend Update” 
correspondent and co-created characters such as “Stefon” with Bill Hader.  He 
most recently starred in the Broadway hit, “Oh, Hello on Broadway” alongside 
Nick Kroll. He began his career in New York’s East Village and has since 
toured around the world. He currently writes for IFC’s “Documentary Now” and for Netflix’s 
“Big Mouth,” on which he voices the character of Andrew. 
 
Two veteran singer/songwriters, Lyle Lovett and John Hiatt, join forces for an 
acoustic evening of amazing music on at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 6, at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.  Grammy® Award-winning singer, 
composer and actor Lyle Lovett is one of music’s most vibrant and iconic 
performers. He has broadened the definition of American music, fusing 
elements of swing, country, jazz, folk, gospel and blues in a manner that defies 
convention. John Hiatt is a talented singer and guitarist best known for his prolific 
songwriting.  With 11 Grammy® nominations and 24 albums to his name, he was inducted into 
the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame and won the Americana Music Association’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2008. 
 
You are invited to share “A Night With Janis Joplin” and her musical influences 
in this hit Broadway musical at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center on 
Tuesday, November 14, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. A Night with Janis Joplin is a musical 
journey celebrating Janis and her biggest musical influences—icons like Aretha 
Franklin, Etta James, Odetta, Nina Simone and Bessie Smith, who inspired one of 
rock ’n’ roll’s greatest legends. Fueled by such unforgettable songs as “Me and Bobby McGee,” 
“Piece of My Heart,” “Mercedes Benz,” “Cry Baby” and “Summertime;” a remarkable cast; and 
breakout performances, it’s the perfect way to celebrate the half-century of The Summer of 
Love. 
 
Two guitarists, a banjo player, a fiddle player and a mandolin 
player make up the hip progressive bluegrass band Yonder 
Mountain String Band, coming to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 10.  For nearly 18 years, Yonder 
Mountain String Band has redefined bluegrass music, expanding 
the traditional acoustic genre beyond its previously established 
boundaries by steadily pushing the envelope into the realms of rock 
’n’ roll and improvisation. Yonder is a quintessential ensemble honing its craft night after night 
on the road, and the fans are there to experience it in real time. The result is music that doesn’t 
stand still, it’s always moving forward and breaking unprecedented ground. The band has 
followed a trail blazed by Bela Fleck, Leftover Salmon and Sam Bush–namely, introducing a 
high-energy and modernistic form of bluegrass to a younger generation of thrill-seekers. 
 
Acclaimed singer and songwriter John Ondrasik, best known by his stage 
name Five for Fighting, will perform on piano along with a string quartet at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 8, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center.  Ondrasik burst on the scene some 15 years ago with his Grammy®-
nominated hit “Superman (It’s Not Easy),” and has been a mainstay on 
mainstream radio ever since. The aforementioned “Superman (It’s Not Easy)” 
went Platinum (as did the album), was number one on Adult Top 40, number 
two on Hot AC, and in the Top 40 Top 10. The mega-hit served as sort of an unofficial anthem 
following the 9/11 attacks on American soil. Ondrasik has sold over 2.5 million albums 
including 2004’s ‘Battle for Everything,’ which spawned the 2X platinum “100 Years,” which 
continues to melt hearts and provide all ages with an instant case of nostalgia. Other hits have 
included ‘The Riddle,’ ‘World,’ ‘Chances’ and ‘What If.’ 
 
Special Ticket Opportunity (not on any series): 
 
Maren Morris – The HERO Tour is coming to the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 12. CMA New Artist of the Year winner Maren Morris, whose music bridges the 
gap between country, classic rock, and hip-hop-influenced pop, has enjoyed success both as a 
songwriter and as a performer.  She has written songs for artists including Tim McGraw and 
Kelly Clarkson.  One song she couldn’t see anyone other than herself performing – “My 
Church.”  The song about the close connection between music and driving. The song became a 
viral hit, generating over 2.5 million streams in just over a month. Her HERO album hit number 
one on the charts and she was nominated for several Grammy Awards this year. 
 
The 2017-2018 Superticket will Feature: 
Patrons who purchase a Superticket package will receive tickets to all events on both the 
BAXTER Series & MOUNT Series, along with the >Fall and Spring International Film 
Festivals.  Additionally, Superticket patrons will have a special opportunity for Maren Morris. 
 
Fall International Film Festival: 
 
The Fall International Film Festival will take place over 4 days – September 21 – 24, 2017, at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. Featured films include Frantz (France/Germany), Atomic 
Homefront (USA), Their Finest (UK), The Salesman (Iran), Land of Mine (Denmark), and Fire 
at Sea (Italy). 
 
Spring International Film Festival: 
 
The Spring International Film Festival will take place over 4 days – April 5 – 8, 2018, at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. Featured films include Summer, 1993 (Spain), Call Me By 
Your Name (Italy/France), Graduation (Romania), Things To Come (France), One Week and a 
Day (Israel), and After The Storm  (Japan). 
 
Season Ticketing Information: 
 
Now is the perfect opportunity for new subscribers to come on board. For information call 304-
696-3326. 
 
The deadline to purchase or renew season ticket packages is Friday, Aug. 4. 
 
Season Package Pricing: 
 
Superticket (Baxter Series, Mount Series and Film Festivals): 
 
Superticket Plus 1 $1097 | Price 2 – $773 | Price 3 – $ 640 | Price 4 – $526 
 
Baxter Series 
 
Baxter Plus 1 – $517 | Price 2 – $348 | Price 3 – $285 | Price 4 – $233 
 
Mount Series 
 
Mount Plus 1 – $540 | Price 2 – $385 | Price 3 – $315 | Price 4 – $253 
 
International Film Festival 
 
(Includes Fall and Spring Festivals) – $90 
 
Series prices listed above do not include West Virginia state sales tax, service fees and the Keith-
Albee restoration fee. 
 
New season subscription orders and season package renewals for current patrons are on sale 
now. Deadline for season ticket renewal is Friday, Aug. 4. All orders will be processed in order 
of date and time received. Tickets for individual events go on sale, Monday, August 28. 
 
The Marshall Artists Series is again offering a payment plan to offer patrons greater flexibility in 
their season planning — the TWO-PAYMENT PLAN.  If you are interested in our TWO-
PAYMENT PLAN, please call 304-696-3326. 
 
The Marshall Artists Series accepts all major credit cards. Season packages may be ordered via 
telephone by calling their administrative offices at 304-696-3326. Orders may also be mailed to 
Marshall Artists Series, One John Marshall Drive, Huntington, WV 25755-2210; be faxed to 
304-696-6658 or emailed to artistsseries@marshall.edu. The Marshall Artists Series office is 
located in the Jomie Jazz Center on Fifth Avenue across from Marshall University’s Memorial 
Student Center. Hours are Monday through Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall Health to offer free sports physicals, baseline 
concussion testing today 
 
Free sports physicals and baseline concussion testing will be 
available Wednesday, July 26, from 5 to 7 p.m. at Marshall 
Health-Teays Valley, 300 Corporate Center Drive, Scott 
Depot. 
 
Physicians from Marshall Pediatrics and Marshall 
Orthopaedics will provide free participation physicals for 
athletes of all ages, just in time for the start of the fall sports 
season. 
 
In addition to the physicals required by most school-based and organized sports, free baseline 
concussion testing will be available for ages 5 and older. 
 
“Unfortunately, concussions are common sports-related injuries,” said Norman C. Cottrill, D.O., 
an assistant professor of pediatrics at the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine who specializes in pediatric concussion care. “With the number of concussions on the 
rise nationally, we recommend that any athlete participate in baseline concussion testing.” 
 
Marshall Health announced last month that, in addition to baseline concussion testing for ages 12 
and older, it now offers baseline testing for pediatric patients ages 5 to 12. The pediatric test is 
iPad based and only takes about 20 minutes. 
 
“This proactive approach to concussion management allows us to establish a more personalized 
treatment plan if the patient ever sustains a concussion,” said Brock Niceler, M.D., an assistant 
professor of orthopaedics at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine who specializes in primary 
care sports medicine. “Baseline testing also helps us make safer return-to-play decisions for 
athletes 5 years of age and up.” 
 
No appointment is necessary and walk-ins are welcome. For more information, call Marshall 
Health-Teays Valley at 304-691-6800. 
 
Mail Services to update mail box and labeling system; deadline 
to clean out mail box is Aug. 4 
 
Marshall’s Office of Mail Services is making changes to improve service for the campus 
community. Effective Monday, Aug. 7, each department on the Huntington campus will be 
reassigned a new mailbox so that the boxes can be organized in alphabetical order. 
 
Mail Services will close at noon on Friday, Aug. 4, to prepare for these changes, according to 
Brandi Jacobs-Jones, senior vice president of operations and chief of staff at Marshall. All 
department are being asked to have their university mailboxes cleaned out by this date to prepare 
for the new mailbox location assignments. 
 
“This new system is designed to improve efficiencies and cut back on the time it takes our mail 
services staff to sort and process mail,” Jacobs-Jones said. “We also want to remind our campus 
community about the proper way to label mail and expectations for pick-up and delivery.” 
 Friendly Reminders: 
 
• Mail should be picked up at least once a day by the designated faculty/staff member in each 
department. 
• Incoming mail requires the sender to use the following format when addressing mail: Individual 
Name, Marshall University, Department/Building, Room Number, Street Address, City/State, ZIP 
Code. For campus mail, please use the individual’s name, department, building and campus/center. 
• There are different address formats for mailing addresses as opposed to shipping and receiving 
addresses. Review and familiarize yourself with the correct mail address format: 
https://www.marshall.edu/mailservices/guides-policies-and-procedures/correct-mail-address-
format/. 
• It is each department’s responsibility to forward all mail for an individual, not the responsibility of 
Mail Services. 
• If you have a change in your department or have a change in personnel, please notify the Mail 
Services Operations Coordinator by contacting lovely@marshall.edu with the changes and when 
they are to take place. 
• Any outgoing mail not containing a proper return address may be returned to the department at the 
discretion of the Mail Services Operations Coordinator. 
 
Jacobs-Jones expressed her gratitude for the feedback she received from the committee led by 
the Mail Services Operations Coordinator, Leonard Lovely. 
 
“Our committee’s insight and expertise was crucial in coming up with the new action plan for 
our Office of Mail Services,” Jacobs-Jones said. “As part of our process of continuous 
improvement in the Marshall 20/20 initiatives, the campus community can anticipate more 
changes to come in how our university offices operate.” 
 
If you have questions about the changes being made to the Office of Mail Services, contact 
lovely@marshall.edu or call 304-696-2485. 
 
 
Robinson appointed to top finance position 
 
President Jerome A. Gilbert has announced that Mark A. Robinson has been 
named senior vice president for finance/chief financial officer at the 
university, effective Aug. 1. 
 
Robinson had served in the interim role since August 2016, when Mary Ellen 
Heuton resigned to accept a position at the University of Montevallo in 
Alabama. Prior to the interim appointment, he was Marshall’s budget director 
for three years. 
 
Gilbert said that although the university initially intended to conduct a national search to fill the 
position, Robinson proved to be the right choice during the interim period. 
 
“Over the past year we found we already have the right person here at Marshall to serve as our 
top fiscal officer,” Gilbert said. “Mark has demonstrated he has a keen understanding of our 
finances and budget, as well as the ability to work effectively with the various internal and 
external constituencies. He is well versed in the complex finances of higher education, as well as 
the opportunities and challenges Marshall faces in the coming years. I’m delighted he has agreed 
to take the permanent position.” 
 
Robinson said, “I appreciate President Gilbert’s confidence in my leadership as well as the 
opportunity to serve Marshall University in this capacity. I look forward to working with the 
entire university community to continue to strengthen Marshall and the excellent educational 
opportunities it offers.” 
 
As senior vice president for finance/chief financial officer, Robinson is responsible for the 
university’s accounting, accounts payable, budget, bursar, payroll, shared services and finance IT 
functions. 
 
Before coming to Marshall in 2013, he was the executive director of business operations at the 
University of Miami School of Business Administration in Coral Gables, Fla. Robinson received 
his master’s in business administration from the University of Miami School of Business 
Administration and his bachelor’s in business administration/accounting, with a minor in 
economics, from Fairmont State University. 
 
 
 
 
         Click above to view in larger size. 
 
 
 
 
 
Classified Staff to hold special election to fill vacancies; 
nominations due Aug. 3 
 
The Classified Staff Council will hold an election to fill vacancies for the following: 
 
One vacancy in EEO 10 – Executive, Administrative and Managerial 
 
One vacancy in EEO 30 – Other Professionals 
 
Two Vacancies in EEO 50 – Clerical 
 
The staff members elected during this election will finish the remainder of the current term, 
which will end on June 30, 2019. 
 
Nomination forms were distributed by e-mail on Tuesday, July 25, 2017. Nomination forms are 
due in the Staff Council Office no later than 4:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 3. No nominations will be 
accepted after that date. 
 
All employees of EEO Groups 10 and 30 are permitted to nominate one (1) eligible employee 
from their respective EEO Groups for these positions, including themselves. All employees of 
EEO Group 50 are permitted to nominate two (2) eligible employees from their EEO 50 Group 
for these positions, including themselves. Please consult the Classified Employees Constitution 
& By-Laws, Bylaw VI, Section 4 for questions on eligibility: http://www.marshall.edu/staff-
council/forms/ 
 
Electronic voting will be available from Friday, Aug. 18, at 6 a.m. through Monday, Aug. 21, at 
midnight. All voting will be electronic. There will be no paper ballot voting. 
 
If you should have any questions regarding the election please contact Nina Barrett, election 
committee chair at barrett@marshall.edu or ext. 6-2216; or the Staff Council Office by means of 
Katie Counts at easter@marshall.edu or ext. 6-2222. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to begin use of TimeClock Plus next month 
 
Effective Thursday, Aug. 17, Marshall University’s Offices of 
Payroll and Human Resource Services will implement TimeClock Plus 
(TCP), a new time and attendance system for all employees. The use of 
TCP will eliminate the use of the purple paper time sheets. These 
changes will not affect MURC or other non-state employees. 
Benefits of TCP include: 
 
• Employees can request time off electronically from the new system. 
• Employees can keep track of accrued annual and sick leave from the new system. 
• Employees can monitor accrued annual and sick leave from a mobile device or desktop computer. 
 
Bruce Felder, director of human resources, said the new system will not affect when employees 
get paid. 
 
“This new system allows for more accurate tracking of employee time,” Felder said. “With fewer 
mistakes and elimination of human error, we will increase efficiencies and process payroll 
faster.” 
 
Felder said a TCP expert will be on site to give training on the functionality of the system. All 
employees are encouraged to attend a general information and demonstration session during one 
of the following days/times: 
 
• July 24, 1:30 p.m., Memorial Student Center, BE-5 
• July 25, 9 a.m., Memorial Student Center, BE-5 
• July 26, 5 p.m., Memorial Student Center, BE-5 
 
More advanced training will be provided to the leave coordinators and supervisors to learn the 
new system during this same week. All questions will be answered during these sessions. If you 
have further questions, contact human-resources@marshall.edu or call 304-696-6455. 
 
Biweekly pay conversion expected to start Sept. 15 
 
The conversion to biweekly pay is planned for the first biweekly paycheck to be issued on 
September 15, 2017 for the pay period of August 17, 2017 through September 1, 2017. 
Please continue to check the Pay Changes website for additional information regarding the 
conversion as it becomes available. 
 
 
 
 
 
BB&T continues support of American capitalism center at 
Marshall 
 
Marshall University has received the tenth installment in a 
series of $100,000 gifts from BB&T supporting the BB&T 
Center for the Advancement of American Capitalism at the 
university’s Lewis College of Business. The check 
presentation ceremony took place July 12 at the Brad D. 
Smith Foundation Hall on Marshall’s Huntington campus. 
 
Representatives of BB&T including David L. Helmer, 
Senior Vice President and Regional Corporate Banking 
Manager; Bobby Blakley, Community Banking Regional 
President; and Spencer Murphy, Huntington Market 
President; presented the latest check of $100,000 to Dr. Ron Area, CEO of the Marshall 
University Foundation Inc., and Dr. Avinandan Mukherjee, dean of the Lewis College of 
Business. 
 
“The BB&T Foundation continues to invest in the BB&T Center for Advancement of American 
Capitalism, which is essential for student success,” Area said. “The partnership with BB&T is 
instrumental to our entrepreneurship program, as well as to Marshall University.” 
 
“BB&T continues to partner with Marshall University to recruit talented individuals for our 
organization,” Helmer said. “These bright students are our industry’s future leaders and we 
anticipate an impeccable return on our investment of continuing their education.” 
 
The BB&T Center sponsors a lecture series and an upper-division course in capitalism for 
business students, among other activities. 
 
—————- 
 
Photo: From left,  Bobby Blakley, Community Banking Regional President of BB&T; Dr. 
Avinandan Mukherjee, dean of Marshall University’s Lewis College of Business; Dr. Ron Area, 
Chief Executive Officer of the Marshall University Foundation; Spencer Murphy, Huntington 
Market President for BB&T; and Dave Helmer, Senior Vice President and Regional Corporate 
Banking Manager for BB&T. 
 
Sustainability Department receives Resource Conservation and 
Development grant 
 
Marshall’s Sustainability Department received a check for $3,219 
from the Greater Kanawha Resource Conservation and Development 
council June 14 to help with a water diversion project at the Marshall 
University Student Gardens. The funds helped construct a raised rain 
barrel deck and will also help with a permeable paver path. 
The raised rain barrel deck holds four 55-gallon barrels, which are 
fed by diverted rainfall from the Career Services building. Collected 
rain water will supply the Student Gardens, located behind the Career Services building at 1687 
5th Ave. 
 
Marshall’s carpenter shop manager, Ronnie Hicks, and Mark 
Buchannan of Environmental Health and Safety assisted with the 
installation. Later this summer, Dreamscape LLC will install two 
small, permeable paver paths as part of a pilot project to ensure a 
level, sturdy path for those with mobility issues, and to divert excess 
water directly into the water table during heavy rainfall to prevent 
flooding. 
The Student Garden is an ongoing conservation and sustainability 
project of the Sustainability Department (www.marshall.edu/sustainability), serving as a resource 
for education, outreach and food security for Marshall’s Huntington campus and the greater 
community. 
The GKRC&D, founded in 1979, is a 501(c) (3) organization representing Boone, Cabell, Clay, 
Kanawha, Lincoln, Logan, Mason, Mingo, Putnam and Wayne counties. It has contributed 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to land conservation, land management, water management and 
community development. 
“Our council is pleased to participate in this Marshall University water conservation garden 
project,” said Don McCroskey, council treasurer and member representing Cabell County. “It is 
the type and quality of project for which our funding is intended.” 
 
—————- 
 
Photos: (Above) Jim McClelland (Greater Kanawha Resource Conservation and Development 
council member representing Cabell County) is shown at the Marshall Student Gardens standing 
next to the raised rain barrel deck, and the plaque presented by the GKRC&D, which funded this 
project. (Below) Donald McCroskey, Greater Kanawha Resource Conservation and 
Development council treasurer, and member representing Cabell County (left), and Helen 
Stanley, GKRC&D chair (right) are shown presenting a check to Eve Marcum-Atkinson 
(Marshall Sustainability Department Manager) to fund the development of a water diversion and 
collection system for Marshall University’s Student Garden. 
 
 
 
Christopher named to academic and career support post at 
Marshall School of Medicine 
 
Laura L. Christopher, program coordinator for the School of Medicine’s 
Office of Student Affairs, has been named the assistant director of 
academic and career support services at the school of medicine. 
 
Christopher has been with Marshall since 2006 and was named the 
university’s Employee of the Year for the 2014-2015 academic year. She 
will be primarily responsible for coordinating and managing all programs associated with student 
tutoring and for implementing early-career advising, as well as managing all student interest 
groups. 
 
“Laura brings many years of experience and expertise to this position and I could not be more 
excited,” said Amy Smith, B.S.N., M.Ed., assistant dean for student affairs. “She’s extremely 
organized, has great rapport with our students and will be able to hit the ground running in her 
new post.” 
 
Christopher is a 1992 graduate of Radford University in Radford, Virginia, and is pursuing a 
master’s degree in adult education at Marshall University. 
She lives in Huntington with her husband, Kevin, and two children, Alex and Brynda. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall obstetrics and gynecology faculty member recognized 
by national professional organization 
 
Amanda N. Pauley, M.D., FACOG, an assistant professor in the department of 
obstetrics and gynecology at the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine has been chosen as the recipient of the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists (AGOC) 2017 District IV Donald F. 
Richardson Outstanding Faculty Award. 
 
The award is given to an individual who has been consistently dedicated to the 
education of ACOG Junior Fellows and has supported their involvement in the 
organization.  Pauley was unanimously nominated by the department’s resident physicians and 
then selected by an ACOG council for the award. 
 
A board-certified physician who practices with Marshall Obstetrics and Gynecology, Pauley is a 
2008 graduate of the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine and also completed her residency at 
Marshall. 
 
“Dr. Pauley is an incredible asset to our department,” said David C. Jude, M.D., FACOG, 
chairman of the department.  “She is very dedicated to ensuring our students and residents are 
receiving top of the line training and instruction. In addition to her superb teaching abilities, she 
is an excellent clinician dedicated to delivering outstanding care to women in our region.” 
 
As a recipient of the award, Pauley will deliver the Donald F. Richardson Memorial Lecture 
during the district’s annual meeting in October in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
 
Pauley is also currently participating in the Association of Professors of Gynecology and 
Obstetrics Surgical Education Scholars program. 
 
She is a native of Pinch, West Virginia, and currently lives in Milton with her husband and 
children. 
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Hometown Sportswear establishes scholarship at Marshall for 
art and design 
 
John and Jeff McKenna, brothers who are owners of 
Hometown Sportswear, have established the Hometown 
Sportswear Scholarship for CCCTC through the 
Marshall University Foundation Inc. 
 
The scholarship is a one-time award for full-time, 
incoming freshmen in the School of Art and Design in 
the College of Arts and Media who were in good 
academic standing at the Cabell County Career and 
Technical Center and have completed one or more 
graphic design courses. 
 
“Marshall is a big part of our community and our business,” Jeff McKenna said. “Providing this 
scholarship is our way of giving back to the university while also helping students who have 
talent and initiative but may need a little financial boost. Personally, I have benefited from the 
generosity of others in my college days, so this is my opportunity to ‘pay it forward’ and help the 
next generation realize their dreams.” 
 
“Learn as much as you can,” Jeff McKenna said when asked for advice for today’s students. 
“Life will throw a lot of challenges at you. The more knowledge you have, the better prepared 
you’ll be to overcome those challenges.” 
 
This is the second scholarship the brothers have established. The first was a renewable award 
that benefits undergraduate students in the College of Arts and Media majoring in graphic 
design. 
 
Hometown Sportswear was established in 1994 in Barboursville, West Virginia. 
 
For questions about a student’s eligibility for the Hometown Sportswear Scholarship for CCCTC 
or the Hometown Sportswear Scholarship, please contact the dean’s office of the College of Arts 
and Media. For questions about starting a scholarship at Marshall University, please contact 
Krystle Davis at the Marshall University Foundation by phone at 304-696-6781 or by e-mail at 
krystle.davis@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OB/GYN, high-risk pregnancy specialist join Marshall Health 
 
Marshall Health and the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine 
have announced the addition of Kelly Cummings, M.D., and Ally 
Roy, M.D., to their team of experienced obstetrician-
gynecologists. 
 
“Drs. Cummings and Roy are not only skilled, they are kind, 
compassionate physicians, an important quality women look for 
in their OB/GYN,” said David C. Jude, M.D., chair of the 
department of obstetrics and gynecology. “We are thrilled to welcome them to our team.” 
 
Cummings, a board-certified maternal-fetal medicine specialist, has been appointed assistant 
professor of obstetrics and gynecology. She specializes in high-risk pregnancies, including cases 
of preterm labor, placenta previa, miscarriage risk, multiple births, preeclampsia and gestational 
diabetes. 
 
Cummings earned her medical degree from Marshall University, where she also completed an 
obstetrics and gynecology residency. She then completed a fellowship in maternal-fetal medicine 
at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences in Little Rock, Arkansas. She is certified by 
the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology. 
 
Cummings is accepting new patients and referrals at the following Marshall Obstetrics and 
Gynecology locations:  Marshall University Medical Center, an outpatient department of Cabell 
Huntington Hospital, 1600 Medical Center Drive, Huntington; and at Marshall Health–Teays 
Valley, 300 Corporate Center Drive, Scott Depot. For appointments, call 304-691-1400. 
 
Roy joins Marshall Obstetrics and Gynecology as a general obstetrician-gynecologist. She has 
been appointed an instructor with the department of obstetrics and gynecology. A Cabell County 
native, Roy also specializes in minimally invasive robotic surgery. 
 
Roy earned her medical degree from Marshall University. She served as chief resident during her 
obstetrics and gynecology residency at Marshall. Roy is accepting new patients at Marshall 
Obstetrics and Gynecology’s 5170 Route 60 East, Huntington, location and at Marshall Health–
Teays Valley, 300 Corporate Center Drive, Scott Depot. For appointments, call 304-691-1800. 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed August 2, 2017. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, July 31. 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/July-26-2017 
